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Open letter to Members of European Parliament
concerning the

request for a Civil Peace Service in the EP Report on Human Rights

Forum Civil Peace Service (forumZFD) and Nonviolent Peaceforce (NP) welcome the
resolution on the Annual Report on Human Rights in the World 2007 by the European
Parliament, adopted on 8 May, 2008.

We support the European Parliament’s request contained in article 9 of the report. The
promotion of nonviolence should indeed constitute a priority objective in EU human rights
and democracy policy. We believe that Civil Peace Services are an example of best practice
for nonviolent peace policy instruments and we invite the European Parliament to further
study the potential of supporting Civil Peace Services within the context of the European
Union’s external policies.

Likewise, we welcome the explicit mentioning of, and the call for, a Civil Peace Service in
the report (in article 17), but we also see the need for the following clarification:

The term Civil Peace Service describes an existing practice of civil society organisations
sending qualified, well-trained peace consultants and peace teams to countries affected by
violent conflict. During long-term placements civil society peaceworkers support local
initiatives and projects for peace, dialogue and reconciliation at grassroots and mid-levels of
society. Civil Peace Services follow a bottom-up approach to contribute to building more
conflict-resilient societies as a precondition for sustainable peace.

In Germany the government has introduced and funded a Civil Peace Service programme
since 1999 with projects being implemented by specialised Non-governmental Organisations
(NGOs). Civil society organisations are petitioning for similar programmes in several other EU
Member States and there are ongoing discussions with decision-makers in that regard.

We also see the need to further develop the EU’s infrastructure and capacities in the field of
Civilian Crisis Management within the European Security and Defence Policy (ESDP) as
civilian EU operations have a large potential for contributing to institution-building and state-
building in countries affected by violent conflict. While civil society should have a consultative
role in that framework as well, it is important to clearly distinguish between the EU crisis
management implemented by governmental officials on the one hand, and civil society driven
Civil Peace Services on the other.

We would be glad to enter into dialogue with you about how Civil Peace Services could be
recognised and supported in the framework of the European Union external policies.
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